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Students, administration tackle financial aid woes
By DeTorsha Brunson
Panther Staff

A general assembly
sponsored by the Student Government Association was held
Oct. 17 in the A.I. Thomas
Administration Building Auditorium to address concerns
about continuing financial aid
problems on campus.
SGA President Oludaya Olusanya started the
program by introducing Tracie
Matthews, director of Student
Financial Services.
Matthews introduced
herself and gave information

Students were given
a chance to ask questions during a question-and-answer
period in which Matthews
personally answered questions
relating to the students' needs.
Many students' problems with financial aid include
lost documents, the time frame
for being awarded and the lack
of customer service among
counselors.
Matthews let students
know that there will be more
issues to deal with next year
and a process, including giving
students receipt,; for submitted
documtmts in the future.
However, she al o stated

about the challenges that are that many problems occur
facing the Financial Aid De- when students do not submit
the required documents on
partment.
She informed students time.
"I think that what was
that there was a lot of work that
needs to be done in financial accomplished tonight was that
aid and that the process would students had a clear undernot produce overnight results. standing of the issues we are
Among the key areas that need facing in Student Financial
to be addressed are customer Services and what plans we are
service, the IT system and the implementing for changes in
the future," Matthews said.
awarding of scholarships.

Any Questions?: Tracie Mathews addresses questions and concerns from students at a
financial aid forum sponsored by the Student Government Association.

Student arrested on campus faces counterfeiting charge
FBI, Secret Service agents are conducting further investigations
now Okwudili faces one third
By DeTorsha Brunson &
degree felony charge of forging
NnekaMeka
United States currency. "HowPanther Staff
ever, there are several other
charges that may be placed on
FrankAluka Okwudili, him pending the investigation
a 30-year-old Prairie View A&M of the FBI and Secret Service,"
University student, is report- Wallace said.
Okwudili has reportedly being held at the Waller
County Jail after his arrest Oct. edly been a student here for one
and a half years.
12 at the University Village.
Wallace told 11le PanAccording to Sergeant
Frank Wallace of the Univer- ther that the investigation
sity Police Department, as of started at a Houston area pawn-
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shop, where Okwudili allegedly
attempted to purchase a .45 caliber handgun with counterfeit
money. Wallace stated that the
shop refused to sell Okwudili
the handgun, and store personnel notified the Secret Service.
Federal agents then notified the
University Police Department.
"They [Secret Service]
wanted to speak with him,"
Wallace said. Upon reaching
Okwudili's Phase III apartment for questioning, agents
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allegedly found counterfeit
currency and chemicals of an
explosive and noxious nature
that can be used in the making
of explosives.
Police sources say that
Okwudili used a printer, computer, and scanner to forge the
currency.
After Okwudili's arrest,
Wallace made a request that the
suspect be held without bond
and his request was initially met
with a 24-hour reprieve based

LIFESTYLES & HEALTH/ 11
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT/ 13

on other investigations being
conducted by FBI and Secret
Service as matters of national
security.
University relations
director Tyra Metoyer said
President George Wright was
informed of Okwudili's arrest
and the allegations. Metoyer
said, " It's not a university investigation, it's being handled
by the FBI and the Secret Service; it's out of our jurisdiction ...

(936) 857-2132
(936) 857- 2340 (fax)
PO Box 2876
Prairie View, TX 77446
panther@pvamu.cd.u
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In the hews .. ~
Child dies in traffic I Bus driver faces
wreck with horse
I charges in explosion
I that ~ed 2~ elderly
Humcane Rita
I
eVaCUeeS
I
I

DAYfON, Texas (AP) - An 11year-old girl died early Monday when the
car in which she was riding struck a horse
that had strayed onto a highway, police
said
A second vehicle then hit the
DAU.AS (AP)_ The driver of the
quarterhorse, which died.
bus that caught fire while carrying elderly
Kasey Johnson of Dayton was patients fleeing Hurricane Rita has been
killed and four people in two vehicles charged with criminal negligent homicide
were injured in the crash around 12:30 in the deaths of 23 passengers, a spokesman
a.m. Monday on U.S. Highway 90, said for the Dallas County Sheriff's Department
Det. John Headrick.
said Monday.
Her father, Bryan Wayne JohnThe charges against Juan Robles
son, 31, of Dayton, who was driving, her j Gutierrez, a 37-year-old Mexican national,
5-year-old brother, Kaden Wayne John- were forwarded to District Attorney Bill
son, and the man's girlfriend, Tricia Park, Hill, Sgt. Don Peritz said.
31, of Houston, suffered non-life threatRobles was taken into federal cusening injuries, accordin~ to Hea~<:1'tody on an immigration violation five days
The second dnver was IDJured after the Sept 23 explosion near Dallas.
when his vehicle also hit the horse. Leperitz would not give specific ex:onsro Martinez, 27, of Houston, who was amples of illegal actions by Robles, saying
alone in bis vehicle, suffered facial and details would be released ifhe is indicted.
hand injuri~, Headri~ said.
.
\
' 'The bus is under his care, cusPolice are trymg to detenmne tody and control and so is every one on
who own~ ~e horse and how the animal board." he said ··Safe transportation from
got out of its pasture.
the nursing home to the final destination is
bis responsibility. Based on the end remilt,
he failed in that responsibility."
There was no comment from the
bus company, Global Limo Inc. of Pharr. Its
telephone was disconnected Monday.
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Delay was offered
I
misdemeanor deal
before felony indictment, attorney says 1 Man raises $2,000
by selling
Wright
WASHINGTON (AP)_ A Texas I
d V
prosecutor tried to persuade Rep. Tom toma O O
0

1--------

DeLay to plead guilty to a misdemeanor
and save bis job as majority leader but
DeLay refused, the congressman's attorney said Monday.
Dick DeGuerin described such
an effort in a letter to the prosecutor in
the case, Travis County District Attorney
Ronnie Earle.
DeLay has been indicted on conspiracy and money laundering charges in
a Texas campaign finance investigation,
both felonies. He was obligated to step
aside under House Republican rules.
' 'Before the first indictment
you tried to coerce a guilty plea from Tom
DeLay for a misdemeanor, stating the
alternative was indictment for a felony
which would require his stepping down
as majority leader of the United States
House of Representatives," DeGuerin
wrote.
' •He turned you down flat so
you had him indicted, in spite of advice
from others in your office that Tom DeLay had not committed any crime," the
lawyer contended. ' 'In short, neither
lack of evidence nor lack of law has deterred you."'

I
WRIGHT, Wyo. (AP) _ A man
I selling a DVD of a tornado that destroyed
I
I
I
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

dozens of homes and killed two people here
in August estimates he has raised $2,000 to
help the victims.
Jim Owens, owner of Sunrise
Nursery, had planned to donate $200$300 directly to a disaster relief fund but
decided that he could raise more money by
making a video.
He put up posters around town
requesting film footage and photographs.
Four people provided video and about 20
others provided photos, which Owens compiled on a disc with about 30 minutes of
video and 150 photos showing the tornado
and its effects.
Thefirst32ocopieshavesoldout.
The video cost $5, but many people paid
more, he said.
Owens estimated that he spent
about $1,000 on the video and had recouped about a quarter of that cost through
donation cans at &tores.
The Aug. 12 tornado damaged or
destroyed about a third of the homes in this
town of 1,500.

Violence prompts Toledo
to examine problems
ByJohn Seewer
Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) - A feud
between neighbors - one white, one
black - over a dented car and kids trampling on a yard simmered all summer,
eventually touching off a riot that has
shaken this blue-collar city.
The violence that erupted Saturday over an aborted white supremacist
march has moved leaders in a community marred by race riots in the 1960s to
once again talk about race relations and
re-examine efforts to combat gangs.
"This is something that's going
to be with us for a while," Mayor Jack
Ford said Monday.
Police say the squabble between
the two neighbors was the catalyst for the
sidewalk march planned by the National
Socialist Movement. The neo-Nazi group
said it wanted to draw attention to gangs
and crime in the neighborhood, once a
thriving Polish community that is now a
mix of whites, blacks and Hispanics.
A mob that included rival gang
members turned out Saturday to protest
the supremacist group. But when the
march was called off, they turned their
anger toward police who they thought
were protecting the neo-Nazis.
Protesters looted and burned
a corner bar, smashed the windows of a
gas station and tossed rocks and bricks
at police. Twelve officers were injured
and 114 people were arrested.
The area known as Polish Village once was the heart and political center of Ohio's fourth-largest city, though
it's hard now to find a place that still
serves kielbasa and pierogis.
Jimmy Carter once dropped
in during his presidential run, stopping
at Jim & Lou's Bar, the tavern that rioters torched. "It was an institution,"
said Keith Wilkowski, a prominent local
Democrat who grew up down the street.
Many longtime residents have
either died or moved out, leaving behind
an area that is poorer and more diverse.
High-paying factory jobs in the auto
and glass industries have dwindled in
the Lake Erie city that is about 50 miles
south of DetroiL
Tom Szych, 35, who is white
and Polish, is one of the holdouts. Police
say it was his complaints about a neighbor and her children that drew the interest of the neo-Nazis.
Szych denied that his family
contacted the group. He said he went
to police because the children next door
threw garbage into his yard and one
broke into his house. He also told police
he was being harassed by gang members.

"Just because the kids are African-American, doesn't· mean I'm a racist," he said while taldng a break from
picking bits of glass out of his living room
carpet. Rioters broke out four of his windows and a storm door.
"They make it like it's a blackwhite thing and it's not," he said.
His neighbor, Amelia Gray, disputed Szych's account. "There's no gangs
around here," she said. "It's just blacks
who he doesn't want here. He wants his
old Polish neighborhood back."
Police Chief Mike Navarre said
officers found nothing to verify Szych's
complaints.
Others are angry the neighborhood is being portrayed as divisive.
"We have learned to respect
each other out here," said Jean Overton,
who organizes a citizens BlockWatch
group. "I resent them drawing a spotlight on a neighborhood that has been
integrated longer than most others in the
city."
About a quarter of the city's
300,000 residents are black, although
most Jive in the central city.
The mayor has asked ministers,
community leaders and his staff to help
the city recover by leading an examination of issues including race and the relations between residents and police officers.
Terry Glazer, who heads a group
trying to revitalize the Polish Village area,
said the problem is a lack of jobs and organizations that support young people.
"This would have happened in
any neighborhood the neo-Nazis show
up in," Glazer said. "It was a very small
group that caused the problems."
Many were upset that the city
was willing to allow about a dozen supremacists to walk through the neighborhood. Ford said the city couldn't stop
the march because the group planned to
walk along sidewalks, which doesn't require the city's permission.
Most of the rioters were black
and many wore red or blue bandannas
over their faces. Others wore bright red
shirts or hats, leading the mayor and police chief to say that gangs played a role.
Navarre acknowledged there are
active gangs who use names such Bloods
and Crips, and that the city is trying to
weed them out. The department's gang
unit has made 800 arrests this year.
Gangs are no longer a major
problem like they were a _decade ago,
he said, but the city will renew its focus
on them because of the riot. Most of the
gangs are loosely organized, Navarre
said.
"This isn't Chicago or L.A.,"' he
said. "Many of these are kids just hanging out together."
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What are the benefits?
Fair informs faculty and staff of their job benefits from the university
By Latisha .Johnson-

Wallace
News Editor
Prairie View A&M University faculty and staff members
were invited to a campus sponsored benefits fair last Wednesday.
The Office of Human
Resources sponsored the first
annual benefits fair, geared to
provide faculty and staff with
information on the benefits

they receive from the univer- swer any questions concerning
sity.
&rlty any plans they currently have.
Standlee, of the Office of Human
Standlee said about
Resources, said she was "sur- three percent of those in atprised at the turnout, next year tendance were faculty and 97
we want to put something in the percent were staff.
paper to get the faculty and staff
Jane Smith, employinformed."
ment specialist, said, "those who
Vendors and represen- didn't attend missed out on a
tatives from the ORP, optional really good event, one that was
retirement plans, were in at- very beneficial for them to learn
tendance to give information on more about their benefits."
services they provide, such as
Faculty and staff can
dental, vision, and life insurance contact the Office of Human Refor all faculty and staff, and to an- sources for more information.

phOI05 b) Latisha Johnson-Wallace

Planning for the future: Faculty and staff members gather information about benefits they
are currently receiving or are eligible to receive.

I

P.V. Student HousinK
Now Leasing
3 Bedroom Homes
24687 Richards Rd.
PEAK REALTY
979-921-9530
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''Panther Pride in
Sunday, October 23, 2005
6:00 p.m. Gospel Concert featuring Gaye Arbuckle
MSC Auditorium
$5.00

Monday, October 24, 2005
6:00 p.m. Century II Book Review
"Island of Color: Where Juneteenth Started"
Izola Ethel Fedford Collins (PVAMU Alumnus)
MSC Auditorium
7:00 p.m. Casino Night
MSC Ballroom

Tuesday, October 25, 2005
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. Dinner on uThe Yard'' - Sodexho Dining Services
Students with Meal Plan - Free, Others $5.00
7:00 p.m. Special Event
Parking
Students MUST park in designated parking lots.
*Commuters, Staff, Faculty.

... there is no charge if you have a current PVAMU Hang Tag

Wednesday, October 26, 2005
7:30 p.m. King and Queen Coronation and Ball
MSC Auditorium and Ballroom
Free - Ticket required

Thursday, October 27, 2005
8:00 p.m. Showtime at The Apollo ........ All the way from New York!
Featuring Raw Chew and The Crew, & Talent (Host)
William J. "Billy" Nicks Athletic Fieldhouse
Pre Sale ...
Student with ID $10.00, General $10.00
Door $15.00
Tailgate Festivities (Fish Fry-Sodexho Dining Services)

nt Pack
hlD

Friday, October 28, 2005
5:30 p.m. Mock Funeral, Pep Rally and Bonfire
8:00 p.m. Comedy Show featuring Katt Williams and Alex Thomas
After party
William J. "Billy" Nicks Athletic Fieldhouse
Pre Sale ...
Student with ID $12.00, General $1 5.00
Door $20.00

Saturday, October 29, 2005
10:00 a.m. Parade followed by a High School Band Showcase
5:30 p.m. Football Game (PV v. Miss. Valley)
8:00 p.m. Step Show and After Party
William J. "Billy" Nicks Athletic Fieldhouse
Information:
Pre sale ...
Student Activities and Leadership
Student with ID $12.00, General $12.00
(936)857-2018
Door $15.00
studentactivities@pvamu.edu

*Showtime at The Apollo
*Comedy Show & After Party
*Step Show & After Party
*Official Homecoming Spirit Towel

Wl:DNI:SDAY, 0CTOIHH 19, 200'.i
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Withholding information is not in students' best interest

By Latisha JohnsonWallace

News Editor
Adults share valuable information with other
adults. Children share childhood secrets with one another.
And sometimes administra-

tion chooses to share information with Prairie View students.
Sometimes.
Even though the student of Prairie View are adults,
and should be treated as such,
administration sometimes fails
to provide information that
should be shared with their clients, the students.
Recently PV experienced a very threatening situation on campus, and only a
handful of students were aware
that it could have been devastating, or maybe even prevented.
This adult information
was withheld from students
because administration, or a
certain administrator didn't feel
it was necessary for students to
get involved or for students to

even know.
This is a university,
filled with students and it
seems that the first people you
would want to inform would
be the students.
My question to administration is: when is news
important enough or relevant
enough for you to share with
your students? Especially
when it's life threatening.
For those who are
unaware of what happened on
our campus in the past week,
I challenge you to question
those in charge. Those we
assume would care about your
being safe, who would inform
us of any impending danger.
If they refuse to answer, question until they do.

'.i

SGA speaks out

SGA President Oludayo Olusanya
Greetings Panthers! Homecoming festivities start
Sunday, October 23, 2005; come out and participate. Show your
pride by purchasing the official homecoming shirts on sale next
week Monday, October 24, 2005.
Thank you, everyone for attending the financial aid
forum last week. Do not forget that SGA is always open on the
second floor of MSC.
Voice your thoughts at the office or email sga@pv-amu.edu.

Students to face the ultimate challenge
By Chelsea Johnson
Panther Staff

The Oct. 17-20 Honda
Campus All-Star Challenge is
truly a test of Prairie View students' intelligence.
The HCASC also known
as the Honda Bowl started in
1989. It is the first academic
competition between students
atHBCUs.
Honda commits nearly $5
million dollars in grants to the
participating HBCUs.
Along with Honda, the
Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education and the
Association of College Unions
International sponsor the quiz
bowl. Sixty-four schools compete
for the chance to win their university $50,000.
Since 1989 Prairie View
has put its brain power against
schools such as Texas Southern,
Grambling, and Howard.
The students who compete are asked questions from
every avenue of life such as black
history, pop culture, natural science, etc.
Each institution must
have a team composed of up to
eight students. Five members

are selected to travel to the tournament.
The questions are asked
of two teams with four member ,
and are answered by a designated
team captain. Only undergraduate students are allowed to compete for their univer ity, and
tudent mu t carry ven hours
per semester to compete.
In the campus
matches like the one Prairie
View recently held, each half is
eight minutes long and points
are scored by correctly answering questions asked by the moderator. Nationally over 25,000
students compete in the Honda
bowl.
For instance from 1990
through 1995 BET broadcasted
the national championship tournament.
The 2006 HCASC finals
will be held in Orlando, Florida,
March 30- April 3. HCASC
alumni have pursued careers
in government, medicine, aeronautics, science, and industry.
Furthermore the Honda
Campus All-Star Challenge is an
educated and fun competition to
be involved in.
The best of luck to the
Prairie View students competing
this week in the play-off.

HOMES FOR SALE
100°/o FINANCING
No closing Costs
FREF..: CRF:orr REl>OR'l.,S
Call Now
Peak Realty
( 979) 92 1-9530

Homecoming King & Queen's Ball
"Reflections"
Memorial Student Center Auditorium
Wednesday, October 26, 2005
7:30 PM
Attire: Semiformal evening wear
Invitations available in Memorial Student Center Rm. 221
Seating is limited

Invitations will be available Monday, October 24, 2005
Memorial Student Center, RM 221
10:00 AiW
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Masturbation: sin or not?
By Frederick Crawford
Panther Staff

This topic is definitely meant for every individual to read (Christian or
not). The reader is just asked
to understand the importance of a much debated issue. Maturity is a necessity
in attempting to grasp the
concept and material being
presented about masturbation. With that being said,
ask yourself if you feel masturbation is a sin or not.
Merriam-Webster
de cribes masturbation as
the stimulation of the genital organs apart from sexual
intercourse, usually to orgasm, and especially by use
of one's own hand. Basically, it is when people touch
their own bodies for sexual
p Jeasure or ~play with your
self." Some people believe
masturbation is just wrong,
while others believe it to be
a normal, healthy thing.
In deciding if masturbation is a sin or not,
one has to search the Bible.
Actually, the Bible does not
directly or indirectly discuss
masturbation at all. Therefore, we must examine other
scriptures that discuss lust,
self-control, and purity to
see how God feels about the
issue.
Masturbation involving sexu al fa ntasies,
lusting after someone who
you are not married to, and
pornography is a sin. This
is so because J esus tells
us, "But I say to you that

whoever looks at a woman
to lust fo r her has already
committed adu ltery with
her in his heart. If your
right eye causes you to
sin, pluck it out and cast it
from you; for it is so more
profitable for you to lose
one part of your body, than
your whole body to be cast
into hell." {Matthew 5:2829) And yes, this scripture
definitely pertains to women
and men as well and applies
to those who are not mar-

ried.
On the other hand,

what if one masturbates without sexual fantasies, lust, or
pornography? Is it a sin or not?
The Bible does not condone
it or condemn it. What if one
masturbates to not perform a
greater evil; i.e. fornication?
Once again, the Bible doesn't
mention anything about the
issue. However, it does tell us
to "Flee immortality. Every

other sin that a man commits
is outside the body, but the
immoral man sins against his
own body." (1 Corinthians
6:18)

Some people use Genesis 38:9 as reason to support
their belief that ma turbation
is wrong. But this scripture
doesn't deal with masturbation. Yes, Onan did spill his
sperm upon the floor, but that
is because he refused to fulfill
his obligation to marry Tamar

God has blessed
and raise an offspring in his not subject to the law of God,
brother's name. Still having nor indeed can be." (Romans us with the gift of sex for
procreation and pleasure.
mixed feelings about mastur- 8 :6 -7)
Since our mind and But this gift of sexual pleabation? Then one must think
body is important to God, we sure is to happen within
deeply into it.
In thinking deeply, are to remain pure in both. At the confines of a man and
one must first ask if anyone can least for Christians, the desire woman who have committed
honestly masturbate without to remain sexually pure and their lives together through
lust, sexual fantasies, or por- holy should encourage them marriage. When we allow
nography since masturbation to avoid masturbation. This ourselves to become more
is most often associated with is so even if the circumstance in love with the precious
these reasons. All the excite- may not be sinful. Everyone gifts God has given us than
ment and pleasure would be fil- should master the body and in Him, the gifts created to
tered out if there was no lust or its desires rather than letting bless us start to corrupt and
sexual fantasies to accompany the flesh master them. Giving destroy us instead.
it. That is why one has to work in to masturbation can create
What's your final
on the mind. Sexual thinking spiritual consequences while verdict about "Masturbastarts in the mind before it does mastering your flesh can bring tion: Sin or Not?"
in the sex organs. Therefore, spiritual benefits.
one's most important sex organ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___,
is the mind. "For to be carnally
minded is death, but to be spiri~ fv1AYO CLI TJC
tually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God; for it is

-----------------------Apartments For Lease

2 bed/1 bath: w/ NC; unfurnished
Walking distance to PV AMU
$650.00/mo; equal deposit
Call 713-870-5343

Nursing Graduates
Paid interview expenses
Generous relocation package
Benefits start first day
Tuition assistance
Competitive salaries

Continuing Education

Brooks Landing Apartments
24444 Richards Road
936-857-9533
www.brookslandingapts.com
One mile from Campus,
1 Bed $635.00
2X2 Bed $495.00
All Bills Paid/Available Now!!

Mayo Clinic Nursing in Rochester. Minnesota invites
new graduates to embark on an adventure and
discover unparalleled opportunities for career
mobility and growth. Our hospitals are worldrenowned acute care teaching facilities where
quality nursing is our tradition and mission.
For the new graduate we offer clinical and
classroom-based orientation to foster professional
and personal growth and development. A primary
preceptor is assigned to ensure a successful
transition from student to professional.
To apply or learn more about nursing opportunities
for new graduates at Mayo Clinic, please visit
www.mayocllnfc.org.

Phone: 800-562-7984
E-mail: nurslng.hr.stafffng@mayo.edu
Ma)'O Clir.i!: 1s an aff,m,ath,-e action and
oou111 op;)CrtU!lity educator and employer.
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Student angered by theft on campus
Last Monday in daylight
my Phase II four bedroom
apartment was burglarized.
The culprits made
off with a brand new 27"' R.C.A
television set, which cost exaL'tly
$198.00 of my very own hard
earned money (and no it wasn't
purchased with an overpayment
check). But this story to The
Panther staff is not to whine or
complain about my missing 1V.
It's to make a formal complaint
about the way the situation was
handled.
When I walked up to my
room and found that the thieves
gained entlybyforre, I immediately
called the available extension for
campus emergencies 2-911 FOUR
TIMES with no answer and then
until the line became busy.
After I got through to
a dispatcher, she nonchalantly
gathered all of my information
and informed me that help would
be on the ·way. After about a half
hour wait, a university police officer
finally showed up and when I asked
hlm what had taken him so long he
replied, "What did you expect, 1

tvas at lunch in the Waller County
Line." After the official report I
was told that there was nothing the
university could do about the 1V
unless they actually saw someone .
packing a huge 21' television set
around ... yeah right.
This university has got to
implement some sort of organized
crime watch or some type of plan
to alleviate this problem because
these break-ins are occurring
during the middle of the day and
the situation has begun to get out
of hand According to the annual
report conducted by the university
on campus crime statistics, in the
2004-2005 school year, there
were 99 incidences of burglary in
on campus facilities (if this is not
alanning then I don't know what
is). I don't understand how we,
as students, could shell out all of
this money to attend this so called
"institution" and live with the
harshrealitythatwearehavingour
valuables stolen right from under
us whenever some thief feels the
need to, and the university can do
nothingaboutit. Myquestiontothe
reader is "'Where are th authoriti
when you need them?"

Maybe they were
harassing some group of young
men minding their own business,
or perhaps informing students
that they can't park or congregate
in certain areas. The Village was
a big help as well. After about a
full week of trying to contact the
general manager about what all
they could do to help me, I finally
got through to a front desk worker
who was extremely rude and put
me on hold without notifying me.
The general managerinformedme
that he would review the camera
to see if he could catch anything
suspicious and return my phone
call: I will say that I still haven't
heard back from anyone affiliated
with the University Village and here
it is about two weeks afterward.
To you, the reader of this sto1y, I
urge you to be cautious. Always be
aware ofyour surroundings. And to
the officials of this university I am
deeply saddened by the fact that
crim runs freely on this campus
and hardly anyone cares enough
to eradicate the situation.

Victimized student

Student disagrees with editor's column
I am writing in regards
to an article entitled, Taking offmy
clothes: will it buy me SU<X:e$? in
the Oct. 12, 2005 issue.
I would like to begin by
saying that I did indeed read this
article in its entirety and understood
the point the writer was trying to
make. However, I did not agree
with the insulting way she went
about it
First, I am appalled at the
fact the writer would use this as her
title. Taking offmy clothes? She was
making reference to pageants and
an afterhours school function where
she witnessed models strolling down
the runway in bikinis. She goes on
to say that the models thought their
outfits were being admired. By
saying this, she suggests that these
models were promoting sexual
exploitation.
I also attended said event
and witnessed thisdisplay,howe\ier,
anyone who may have also been at
this particular event saw that the
outfits were sexy yetwteful. There
is a big difference between trashy
and ta.5teful. This writer makes it
sound as if these young ladies had
their butts and boobs practically
busting out of the seams; as if
they were putting on some kind of
skanky strip tmse!
This was not so. The
models made an elegant, classy

professiona1Jy. In fact male and
female students and faculty spoke
of the presentation positively.
Secondly, the writerofthis
offensivearticlegoesontotalkabout
pageants, models and modeling
and has the nerve to compare it to
slavery and prostitution. By this,
the writer said that the ooordinators
who produce these types of events
are the pimps, and the slaves or the
whores are the models and pageant
contestants. They are then sent
out to go and sell themselves for
the good of being sold or pimped
Their compensation is a college
scholarship 0r simply nothing at
all. This is absurd! Since when did
models or pageant contestants
become something of a whore?
Since when did the coordinators of
sucheventsbeoomelhepimps?
Let's back this up and
define exad1y what a whore and a
pimp~ shaDwe? Whore,acoording

presentatiooandau'l'ied themselves

prostitution.

toWebster'sDictionary,isawoman
who engages in sexual acts for
money, a promiscuous Of.'. immoral
woman. What is the writer really
saying?Becauseaguyorgirlmodels
or participates in pageants, he or
she has no morals, standards or
decency? Are any of these people
actually having sex for money?
What is a pimp? Also according
to Webster's Dictionary, a pimp
is a man who solicits clients for

..

If everyone used these
typesofanalogiesthewaythiswriter
does, then I could easily say that
the editor of The Panther (who is
the head of the paper) is the pimp
who sends the remaining Panther
staff or whores out into the field
to capture stories for the good of
producing a school paper week after
week right? I could also say that
people who have jobs are whores
and their pimp is their boss. They
had to first sell themselves to their
bossinordertoreceivethejob. The
employer then tells the employee
what to do in regards to selling or
promoting the good or service and
is then compensated sparingly.
Thu.s,makingmoneyfortheirboss,
or pimp. However, I choose not to
think that way.
Anyone who read this
particular article, Taking off my
clothes: will it Buy me success?
should have been highly offended
and insulted to be referred or
. compared to a whore, a slave, or a
pimp. I think that this writer's main
issue is with the clothes that may be

worn forthesefunctions. However,
the way it is written, it sounds
as if the students, particularly
female students of PV ~ being
highly insulted for modeling or
participating in pageants. -

DaJl&canmoJ:ecreditbe
given than that? . .

uniqub Johnson

The question most
frequently asked
By Dr. James Jones UI
Faculty Contributor

There is rarely a week
that passes that someone
(students, colleagues, friends,
and/or family) does not fail
to ask what I consider to be
one of the most ridiculous
questions in the world. That
annoying question comes in
several forms but translates
into, "Why did you choose
to come to Prairie View A &
M University?" This piece
is being composed with the
intention of pubJicly answering
this question with a definitive
answer.
The reason I chose
to work at Prairie View A&M
University is relatively simple.
I truly believe that Historically
Black Colleges and University
(HBCUs) are as vital tod4y
as they were during prior
periods of state sanctioned
racial segregation when they
were· the only educational
option for African-~ericans.
Additionally, a who's who
of the American academic
and political •arena has either
matricul11ted through HBCU
campuses as students or served
on their faculties. Genius such
as those exhibited by W.E.B.
Du Bois (Fisk), John Hope

Franklin (Fisk), Alice Walker
(Spelman), the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., (Morehouse),
and Maya M. Rockeymoore
(PVAMU), to name only a
few have graced the halls
of HBCUs and went forward
to fundamentally impact the
nation in a positive way.
Considering HBCU's
success in producing influential
individuals, it seems clear that
this is the place to make a major
difference in the world. The
traditional role of the HBCU
professor has been to equip
their students academically,
culturally, and socially to
not only enter an oft-hostile
outside world, but also pave
the way for those generations
to come. HBCU graduates have
been entrusted with defining
the future direction of the race.
Put simply, there are many
African-Americans who were
not given the opportunity to
pursue an education. Such
individuals' hopes and dreams
are linked to the work done at
HBCUs. Truth be told, it is only
as a direct result of the prayers,
support, and sacrifices of my
family that I was able to earn
a Ph.D. So it does not seem
like a great burden to honor
their generous gift via teaching

at PVAMU and helping to
produce productive people.
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Advocate for C. Lee Turner writes
IAnswering MacMneJ
Let+e, I don't ((now whv

you are tr;,,,,;,..,, f>ut
l'M at your door and
this is af>out the 1o+h
tiMe I've caUed.
CaU Me soon. /'M
waiting outside!!

Ron B. #tar got to ((now
that I aM too t#troug#t
"faying /ti$ loo(. I have
a (ot on ~ p(ate now,
anyway. l'M af,out to fie
a Jororitv girt, ]uJt got ~
acceptance (etter yefter•

day. When Ange( and Ron
see Me at "rot>ate thev
are going to lta'1e a /tt.

LATER TH..\ T \\TFK
No one to(cl Me when I

rt,necl Ult for thir Meff
th•t thHe heiferr were
gotng to Mal(e Me tel(e
t,lt,f weri1e out! Ant I """

h•ving • Clffte cotor 1ft
Cile, •CC +htr •tact( •ttcl
wlafte fr not cute.

t,lt,f

Mr. C. Lee Turner is
absolutely positively innocent
of the charge of engaging in
professional misconduct by
assaulting or otherwise abusing
a student. Indeed, the student
who was allegedly abused has
categorically denied that Mr. •
Turner assaulted or abused him,
and has called for Mr. Turner's
immediate reinstatement .
Furthermore, the student denied
the allegations before classes
started or shortly thereafter and
before Mr. Turner was ever
suspended, calling into question
the real motive for this malicious
persecution of Mr. Turner.
The true motive for
this attempt to assassinate Mr.
Turner's good character and
to cripple PVAMlfs outstanding
Theater Arts program is :
"Diversity." Wright has been
singing the "diversity" song
ever since his arrival over two
years ago. Many have asked the
question: "What does diversity
have to do with Mr. Turner's
suspension"? The answer of
course is: everything. Out with
the old . . . in with the new.
" Diversity, " like
its mother, "integration,"
requires extermination
of a black institution's
historical identity and culture in
order to make way for "diversity."
For example, after public school
"integration," M.C. Williams High
School in Houston, Hebert High
School and Charlton Pollard
High School in Beaumont,
Lincoln High in Port Arthur, E.J.
Campbell High in Nacogdoches,
etc., are but a fading memory,
along with their school colors
and mascots in most instances.
And, the black high schools in

H.I.S.D. have been robbed of their Judd has retired.
Then came the
talented administrators, faculty
and students and left to die a assault on Dr. George Brown's
slow death. If permitted to occur, outstanding biology program.
"diversity" will rob PVAMU of its The administration started
historical identity and culture just a competing biology program
like "integration" robbed the black at PVAMU, called a Medical
Academy. To add insult to injury,
public schools of theirs.
Indeed ; erasing Dr. Brown was required to let
PVAMU's black identity and some of the students that he had
culture began some time ago. recruited go to the new biology
The great majority of its historical program. Subsequently, Dr.
buildings (Fuller Hall, Drew Hall, Brown either resigned or was
etc.), associated with PVAMU's removed as head of the biology
black identity and culture, have program.
been demolished.
NowitisMr. Turner and
The intimate dormitory his extraordinary Theater Arts
environment has been replaced program. Character assassination
by imp.e rsonal apartments. and suspension is the weapon
As well, PVAMU's once more of choice this time. The plan
than 90 percent black faculty is to keep Mr. Turner out of
has been dramatically reduced his classroom long enough to
to 58 percent, at last report, frustrate his best and brightest
destroying the sense of family Theater Arts students into
and community that once existed. transferring to other schools.
A whopping 20 percent tuition The callousness of this improper
increase and increased admission suspension ofTurner is magnified
standards have accomplished their by the fact that someone was hired
purpose of dramatically reducing (who is sbll doing social work in
African-American enrollment Houston in violation of PVAMlfs
this semester. For the first time policy against having two jobs) to
in memory, campus housing was teach Turner's classes, thereby
shortchanging Theater Arts
still available after classes began.
,
Furthermore, attacks students on their education.
We warned of plans
on PVAMU's most successful
professors and programs have for "denegrofication" of PVAMU.
gone on unabated. Professor Well, those plans are now in full
Dennis Judd's exemplary physics implementation.
program was irreparably crippled
So, there has indeed
when the previous administration been professional misconduct
alleged financial improprieties and student abuse at PVAMU.
in the program and caused However, the professional
Professor Judd's research misconduct and student abuse
grant to be canceled. Cancellation has not been by Mr. Turner.
of his grant caused Professor
Judd's frustrated physics
students to transfer to other
Lonnie B. Davis
schools. The physics program
Attorney for C. Lee Turner
has never recovered and Professor

What are your expectations for homecoming this
year?
To have a great time hanging
with my friends, without the
involvement of the police!
...Jason Monroe
Junior
Chemistry

I just want everyone to be
involved and for the events
to be successful, show some
school spirit.
~Cemone Pollard

Sophomore
Marketing

(

We expect that there will be
more school spirit and interaction in the different activities.
-David and Christiana
Harris

Senior/Sophomore
Music/Biology

Chill with the homies, show
some school spirit, and act a
fool.
-Maurice Mosley

Senior
Music

Kenyetta Allen
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Lady Panthers make it seven in a row
By Elisa Timms
Panther Correspondent

The Prairie View
A&M University Lady Panther
volleyball team (11-11, 5-1 SWAC)

extended their winning streak to
seven matches by sweeping arch
rival Texas Southern (3-14, 1-4
SWAC) and defeating Centenary
3-2.
The Lady Panthers beat
TSU 30-24, 30-20 and 30-22 on
Wednesday, Oct. 12. Leading
the way for Prairie View were
setter Litiana Vaka ausau, who
was credited with 43 assists, and
outside hitter Crystal Stigler who
had 17 kills.
Outside hitters Sharla
Cannon and Shannon Harrison
followed with 16 and 12 kills
respectively. On the defensive
side of the court, the Lady
Panthers used balanced play to
keep the Lady Tigers off guard.
Maghen Orebo led Prairie View in
digs tallying a total of nine. Libero
Brandie Johnson, who leads
the SWAC in digs, contributed
eight.
"Our players worked
hard during warm-ups and
throughout the match," said
headcoachAliciaPete. "Wecame
out of the locker room with a lot
of focus. The young ladies were
communicating with each other
more on the court during the
games. They're begimringto meet
the goals we've set by taking each
game one at a time. Blocking is
an area where we could stand
some improvement. When that
happens, we will be successful at
meeting all of our team goals.
"The team and I look
forward to seeing the support
we had against Texas Southern
to continue throughout the
remainder of the season," added
Pete. "We invite all students,
faculty and staff to attend."

Prairie View's next
opponent, the Centenary
Lady Gents, proved to be stiff
competition forcing the Panthers
into a fifth and deciding game on
Monday, Oct. 17.
The Lady Panthers
suffered a brief scare during
their match against Centenary
when starting outside hitter
Shannon Harrison collided with a
concrete barrier after hustling for
an errant pass. Harrison left the
court for two plays and returned
to lead the Lady Panthers to
victory over the Centenary Lady
Gents 30-26, 20-30, 31-29, 26-30
and 15•8. ltarrisof)·l~ fta.irie

View with 21 ldlls and 15 digs.
Prairie View's Crystal
Stigler, who recently earned
co-defensive player of the week
honors, contributed 20 kills.
Stigler and Tamika ewman
also led Prairie View at the net
v,ith their blocking. Stigler had
one solo block and five block
assists and Newman recorded
three solo blocks and two block
assists. Stigler rounded out her
night with four service aces and
six digs.
Co-captains Alexandria
uelsandVakasausaucontnbuted
21 and 57 assists respective! .
Defensivt:lyforthe Lady
Panthers, Vakasausau had 16
digs, Brandie Johnson had 10,
followed by uels with nine and
Orebo with eight.
"I feel like we've
improved tremendously hitting
the ball from the last time we

faced Centenary," said Pete.
"In our practices we've been
executing a lot of drills that focus
on hitting the ball. The extra
practice has been very effective
for us."
With the victory, Prairie
View extended their winning
streak to seven matches.
Prairie View ·will return
to the court on Friday, Oct. 2!JO
play the University of Texas-Pan
American in Edinburg, Texas at
7p.m.

Above the net: Crystal
Stigler recorded 20 kills
against the Lady Gents Mon-

day.
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Upco1ning
Sporting
Events

43, 37 win 2nd annual UCFL championship
By Rashad Morgan
Sports Editor

Pho(o rovrtrs~ of Rashad Morgan

True Champions: Buildings 43 and 37 po e with their plaques and medals
after winning the UCFL championship, Thur day, Oct. 13.

The UCFL has been raising the
bar for intramural sports these past two
years and last week's championship games
were no exception. Thursday, Oct. 13,
marked the end of the season, but both
games kept spectators grasped at the end
of their seat until the finale.
In last year's championship,
men's building 38 and women's building
48 were victorious, but neither was in sight
for this one.
Buildings 43 and 37 eventually
were the victors and were presented
plaques and medals at the end of each
game. UCFL head Braxton Bennett said
"I am proud of the way this season has
gone, each team conducted themselves
with outstanding sportsmanship, and no
classes interfered with this extra-curricular
activity."
The first game was held between
the women's teams 35 and 37. 37 battled
from an 0-2 start to make this championship
appearance and 35 was tmdefeated. During
their first drive 35 jumped out to an early
lead, 6-o, but 37 quickly answered with a
touchdown, tieing the game 6-6. A pass
from quarterback Derice "DeDe" McVea to
Areiel Wisner in the fourth quarter would
eventually eal 35's fate, making 37 UCFL
champions.
In the men's game, 43 head coach
Triston Hardeman led his team to victory
with precise coaching and with team MVP,
quarterback Quentin Morgan. 43 defeated
45, 21-7. At the end ofthe game Hardeman
said, kWe lost our very first game, but all
we needed was to come together as a team,
I knew we would win it."

Panthers get stung by Hornets in fourth quarter
By Andrew Roberts
Panther Correspondent

The Prairie View A&M University
Panthers (1-4, 0-4 SWAC) put together
arguably their three best quarters of
football this season on Saturday night
against the defending Southwestern
Athletic Conference champion Alabama
State Hornets (6-1, 6-o SWAC) before
falling 34-13.
The Panthers used a balanced
run-pass attack and a stingy defense
to force a 13-all tie at the end of three
quarters pushing the defending conference
champions to the limit.
"We didn't do anything special
on offense or defense other than executing
efficiently," said Prairie View head coach
Hemy Frazier. "Our receivers approached
the game with extreme focus and it
showed. Ben Boyd stepped in and showed
signs of productivity. We were able to
stretch the field and that helped us control
the ball. Marvin Howard impressed me
with his route running and catching.
"With all that being said it
all starts up front with the offensive
line. I feel like we controlled the line of

scrimmage for the entire game."
Alabama State broke the 13-all
tie with 13:40 remaining in the second
half on a one-yard touchdown run by
running back Robert Randolph. The run
was set up by a 59-yard pass completion
from quarterback Tarvaris Jackson to
wide receiver Alvance Robinson that
moved the ball to the Prairie View 13-yard
line.
Alabama State contained
Prairie View offensively on the Panthers'
ensuing possession forcing a Panther
punt. Defensively, Prairie View allowed
two additional Alabama State scores,
improving the Hornets advantage to
34-13. Despite the loss Frazier did
find some positive notes in bis team's
performance.
"I was pleased with some of the
things we were able to accomplish on
special teams,• said Frazier. "I felt like our
players really stepped up their intensity.
Our punt return unit and kickoff return
unit made some big p)ays."
Prairie View also found two new
offensive weapons in junior tight end
Ralph Revelta and sophomore receiver
Ben Boyd.
"Ralph has been a pleasant

surprise for us all season long," said
Frazier. "We've been most impressed with
his blocking ability. He is a big target for
us when we throw the ball and he moves
well for a big guy. Boyd is extremely fast at
the receiver position; we plan on utilizing
his speed in the future."
Prairie View's lone offensive
touchdown was scored on a 15-yard run
by senior quarterback Micheal Hill at the
14:36 mark of the second quarter bringing
the score to a 7-7 tie after a Mario Sanchez
extra point. Sanchez was able to convert
on field goal attempts of 36 and 30 yards
providing the Panthers its 13-point
total.
The Panthers will travel to
Lincoln University on Saturday, Oct. 22
in non-conference in Jefferson City, Mo.
Although the Blue Tigers have had their
fair share of struggles this season Frazier
refuses to allow his team to let their
guards down.
"We've on)y won one ba11
game this season," said Frazier. "We
don't have the )uxury of overlooking or
underestimating any of our remaining
opponents. We're hungryfor a victory and
we1l prepare for and play every team we
. face with the same intensity."
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Footb~tll
10/22 @ Lincoln Univ. 1 p.m.
10/29 vs. Miss. Valley State
(Homecoming) 5:30 p.m.

Vollcvball
10/21 @ UT-Pan Amer. 7 p.m.
10/22 vs. Texas Christian 1 p.m.
11 / I @ Texas A&M- Corpus
Christi 6 p.m.
11/3 vs. Grambling State 7 p.m.

Soccer
10/21 @Alabama A&M 2 p.m.
10/23 @ Alabama State I p.m.
10/28 vs. Grambling
State4p.m.

SWAC
Football Standings
East

6-o, 6-1

Alabama State
AlabamaA&M
Alcorn State
Jackson State
Miss. Valley

2-2, 4-2

2-2, 3-3
2:.2, 2-4

2-3,3-3

West
Grambling State
Southern
Ark Pine Bluff
Texas Southern
Prairie View

4-0, 4-1
2-3, 2-3
1-3, 1-5
1-4, 1-4

1•··

0-4, 1-4
:
,.

UCFL C~amp~onship
Women

14

Building 37Building 35- 7 : . ·.

Men

'·

..

Building 43- 21
Building 45- 7

.
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Prairie View whips
Southern in late rally
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The Answers
Weekly Update for Fre hmen

THEA INFO YOU SHOULD
KNOW
Heads up: Mayra Castillo bumps the ball off her
head to pass to a teammate.
score offensively until the closing
minutes of the contest.
At the 83 minute mark,
senior Brittney Joseph of the
The Prairie View A&M Lady Panthers scored the goUniversity Lady Panthers (3-6, 3- ahead goal that would eventually
stand as the game winner.
2 $WAC) captured a SouthwestPrairie View added eight
ern Athletic Conference victory
by defeating the Lady Jaguars more shots-on-goal in the second
of Southern University (o-8, 0-3 half, while holding Southern to
only two shots.
SWAC)2-1.
"We've been playing
Four minutes into the
first period, Merdlyn Matthews of very well the past few games,"
Southern put the first goal on the said PVAMU head coach Feliboard for the Lady Jaguars on an cia Davis. "The win over Texas
assist from Almarie Ortiz-Soto. Southern was big for our girls
The Lady Panthers responded and I'm glad that we were able to
with a goal of their own at the carry over that momentum into
35 minute mark when freshman the game against Southern on the
Mayra Castillo kicked in an un- road."
The Lady Panthers reassisted goal to bring the game
to a tie. For the half, the Lady turn to action on Friday Oct. 21
Panthers took 10 shots-on-goal, when they travel to Huntsville,
while Southern was only able to Ala. to take on the Lady Bulldogs
ofAlabamaA&M and on Sunday,
muster three shots--on- goal.
The second half was Oct. 23, they face the Lady Horclose !lS neither t ~ was able to nets of Alabama State.

By Palmer Perez
Panther Staff

terms
Are
Here!

You must have a grade of 'C or better in your
developmental cla.~s (es} at mid-terms to be able to
prc-regi ter for the spring.
Check out the following URL: http://calc11da1, .pvamu.cd u/ for information about
our Quick THEA testing schedule or call 936/8S7-2747.

Congratulations to the UCFL Championship Winners!!
For the Women: BLDG 37 won the title by defeating BLDG 35, 14-7
For the Men: BLDG 43 won the title by defeating BLDG 45, 20-13
Mark your calendars for October 2i~: University College's BLDG 40 and the
Scholars Program will host an Interactive Workshop on leadership development,
professionalism and decision making. The presenter will be Dr. Alvin Larke Jr.
from Texas A & M University's Department of Agricultunl Education.
BLDGs 39 & 45 and MAPS hosted a successful presentation on ..Safe Sex and
STDS.
A special thank-you to the UC residents who participated in the "Back to Basics,.
dinner and etiquette training!!
BLDG 40 hosted a "You've Got the Power (to make an impad)" seminar and a
reception for their Ms. UC representative, Shalondria Taylor.
THE MAJORS FAIR IS COMING!! NOVEMBER I, 2005!!
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Breast cancer awareness month

Soul Survivor Pt. 1
My Name is:
Christopher Allen...

By Alanna Jones

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

L/H & A/E Editor

•

.. and

this

i s my story.

I
I

' ' It all began in the fall of 2001. I just began my sophomore year at PV majoring in communications with a deep interest in music. I bad dreams of hosting homecoming, bringing
all types of music to the yard, and introducing other activities
on campus because there w·asn't really anything going on at
PV. At this time I had everything going for me. I would never
ITllSS class, I had a clothing line going, and participating in
various talent shows.
My condition's name is Hidradenitis Suppurativa.
1 remember seeing the first sign of my condition with a bald
spot; it resembled a bad hair-cut like the barber cut too close.
My mother, being that she works for a hospital, took me to the
doctor to get checked out. During the fall of 2001, I had been
I to the hospital over 50 times. The doctors finally diagnosed
1 me having this rare scalp disease.
1
In order to get rid of the Hidradenitis Suppurativa,
: doctors wanted to do an overnight surge.ry. The surgecy would
have consisted of the remov-al of the first layer of my scalp.
1
Although
that may have relieved a lot of the pain I was going
1
through,
being
the spiritual person that I am, I prayed to God
1
I knowing there was another way.
I
While I tried to complete the semester, I went
I through a lot of pain. I would get major headaches, my scalp
I would bleed, and I had to take medicine to keep the flair ups
I under control. This infection will not kill you, but causes some
I embarrassment. Now I have to wear a black skull cap so I don't
I get the stares and people won't think I'm bald; plus I can get
I away with it without looking ghetto.
1
I felt like things happen for a reason so I continued
: to go to class despite what I was going through. One morning
I woke up to a cramp in my side. I didn't think much of it, but
1
I tried to get up and go to class and couldn't walk. I limped all
the way to class. Over two week's time the cramp got worse
and eventually I could not walk.
Against my better judgement, because school is my
life, my mother took me out of school to focus on getting better
in fall 2001. Eventually I had to completely withdraw from PV
and in the spring of 2002 I enrolled in the University of Houston Downtown. Since I have my condition under control I will
be back at PV in the Spring of 2006 as a business major. Due
to my condition, my aspirations have changed to becoming a
motivational speaker so I can tell people how to keep going; I
feel like I can talk to anybody.
My purpose bas become to tell people about what I
have been through and to not judge people by how they look
because you never know what their story may be. During this
entire process I considered it as a big test, and this is just God's
plan for me. I truly believe that we all have a purpose. ' '

I

I

I
1

1

1

For more infonnation on Hidn,denitis Suppun1tive check out: www.aocd.org

Interview Conducted By:Alanna Jones
UH and A/E Editor

•

·-------------------------·
Do you have a story to tell?
Conlilct The Pdnlher for iln interview to be fedtured in
"Soul Survivor!"
pdnlher@pvamu.edu

October 2005 marks
more than 20 years that the National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month has educated women,
and present day men, about
breast cancer.
Most commonly associated with women, breast
cancer incidences are steadily
increasing from 1:20 in 1960 to
1:7 today. The American Cancer
Society estimates that 211,000
new cases of invasive breast
cancer will be diagnosed this
year and 43,300 patients will
die from the disease.
Although breast cancer has been only associated
with women in the past, it is not
exclusive to the female gender

anymore. For every 100 women
with breast cancer there is one
male who will develop the disease, and the American Cancer
Society estimates that 1,600
men will develop the disease
this year.
Breast cancer is rarely
detected in the twenties (age),
but gradually increases through
the forties and increases after
the fifties. Fifty percent of breast
cancer cases detected are found
in women over the age of 65.
Breast cancer is often
described as a heterogenous
disease. In other words, this disease is different in women, different in evecy age group, and
has different cell populations
within the tumor itself. Generally, breast cancer is much more
aggressive in younger women
than older women. Studies show
that at the time of death, two
percent of the population was
undiagnosed.
There are many risk
factors involved with breast
cancer that need to be taken into
consideration, such as: early

onset of menses and late menopause, diets high is saturated
fats, late or no pregnancies,
moderate alcohol intake, family
history, and .the history of prior
breast cancer.
There are seven types
of breast cancer: Ductal Carcinoma in-situ (tumor demonstrates extrusion of dead and
necrotic tumor cells similar to
a blackhead, Infiltrating Ductal
(most common and has star-like
appearance on mammography),
Medullary Carcinoma (hard to
distinguish with a mammography or sonography), Infiltrating
Lobular (present in upper quadrant of breast), 1\1bular Carcinoma (orderly and well differentiated), Mucinous Carcinoma
(rounded lesions), and Inflammatory Breast Cancer (changes
in skin are very noticeable).
In order to catch breast
cancer in its early stages petform
a breast self-examination test.
Procedures for this test along
with all other information found
in this article can be found at:
www.nationalbreastcancer.org

The medical corner: stress

Prof. Dennis E. Daniels,
MPH, Dr. PH and
Theresa Okeyo-owuor
Medical C'.orrespondents

There are different
kinds of stress; acute, episodic
acute, and chronic stress.
Most students suffer
from acute stress: where most
of the symptoms are noticeable.
Some of these symptoms are:
emotional distress-anger, irritability, anxiety and depression,
muscular problems, tension
headaches, back and jaw pain,
stomach, gut and bowel problems such as heart burn, acid
stomach, flatulence, diarrhea,
constipation and irritable bowel
syndrome, shortness of breath,
chest pain, rapid heart beat, and
sweaty palms. The good news
about this kind of stress is that it
is highly treatable and manageable.
The Concept-Therapy
Institute states that we can experience stress or inner turmoil

from three basic sources: the to smoke at a time of stre,ss and
environment - weather, noise, give yourself time to get things
overcrowding, time, the body done.
Stress when accumuaging, illness, accidents, poor
diet, poor sleep habits, and our lated can lead to suicide, heartconsciousness and our interpre- attacks and strokes even at a
tation of life's events, and our young age. It should therefore
emotions and thoughts. In all be taken seriously. If the above
three causes of stress, the body recommendations do not work,
changes in response to our per- talk to a professional about your
ceptions. This change orreaction problems and see how they can
to the body is called the 'fight or help. On campus, a resource
flight' response. Inherited from is the Owens-Franklin Health
our ancestors, these social habits Center. The staff may be reached
cause us to react to life in certain at (936) 857-2511.
ways ¼ithout knowing why.
Information in this
Some of the ways to ·article has been compiled from:
handle and cope with stress could The American Heart Associabe through talking to someone tion, Concept-therapy Institute,
who can listen about what is Amerir.an Psychological Associa~
ailing you. This person does not tion help center, and MayoClinic.
have to be a counselor, it can he a corn.
friend, and they do not necessarOctober ls
ily have to give you advice. Talking out ones problems is a form
of stress release. You can also sit
quietly everyday for about 15-20
minutes, breath deeply and think
of a peaceful picture to let your
body relax. Taking part in physical exercises in order to relax is
Have you been involved in
also a way to relieve stress; things
domestic violence and
like s~i.mming, walking and jogwant to share your story?
ging can help. Another way of
managing stress is learning to
accept things you can't change
and looking for good instead of
bad. Avoid overeating and try not

National Domestic
Violence
Awareness Month

Contact The Panther:
panther@pvamu.edu
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Life

"I'm A Lesbian"
By LaCheryl E. Whitlow
Panther Staff

"Please don't ask
me that .... the thought of
being with a guy makes my
stomach hurt," said 17-yearold Antreace Marshall as she
speaks about the openness
of her homosexuality and
reveals the rationale behind
her alternative lifestyle. As
the conversation begins she
calmly sits back, looks to the
ceiling, and gently begins to
speak. This is her journey.

• • •

As we all know we are
different. We talk differently,
we dress differently, and when it
comes to living and loving could
we possibly be any more differ-

ent

Q. So you are what? A.

I'm a femme. I'm attracted to studs. There
are times I want to be
with a femme like myself, but usually with
them it's more of a
sexual thing because
it's more sensual.
Q. Have you ever dated a
guy or had a boyfriend?
A. No, I've never had

This is how I live! Freshman
Antreace Marshall wants
students to be educated on
a boyfriend and never alternative lifestyles.
dated a guy.

Q. What was your family
background like? A. I'm

the youngest of three
girls. We were raised
by my grandmother in
Wichita, Kansas in a
very loving, Christian
household environment.
Overall, I enjoyed my
childhood.
Q. Where were your biological parents, and do you think
b y them not being a part
of your life directly played
a part in your choice to be
a lesbian? A. My mother

was ill and unable to
take care of us efficiently
and my father ... I've only
seen twice in my life. He
was just never around.
Q. Studies have shown that
a vast percentage of homosexual people were raped or
molested during their childhood and or as adolescents.
Was this the case for you? A.

No.Notatall. ThankGod
I never experienced that
but I feel sorry for people
who may have regardless
of what their sexual preference may be.
Q. When did you feel like
you were gay? A. When I

was about u years old I
had a serious crush on
my babysitter. Initially,
I just admired her a lot.

She was pretty and very
smart. Then it got to
the point that I thought
about her far more than
normal and began to
have dreams about her.
Q. What kind of women

Q. If you never dated a guy....
how would you know that you
wouldn't like it? A. It would

be the equivalent ofme asking you as a straight female,
how do you know you won't
like being with a girl?
Q. How did your family find out
and react to you being a lesbian? A. The babysitter that

I had a crush on inspired
me to start a diary. "When
I reached 9th grade I used
to carry the diary around
in my purse and someone
got hold of it. Before I knew
it, it had gotten around to
the whole school, from my
classmates and teachers to
the janitor and principal.

Q. How did that make you
feel and what did you do? A.

I figured I'd rather tell my
grandmother than to have
her or any other member
of my family find out any
other way.
·
Q. In terms of religion, and/
or spirituality, what is your
perspective in regards to·your
lifestyle? A. I'm a Christian.

I think about the morality of my homosexuality
constantly. If it's wrong,
then it's going to take God
himself and not the views
of other people to convict
me. One day if I'm delivered
from it, then this is my testimony.
Q. Do you desire to have children one day? A. Not really.
I love children but I would

not want my child to have to

Growing up gay and happy
Panther Staff

are you attracted to?
A. Femmes are the
lesbian females that
are of course feminine. Studs take on
the more masculine
or aggressive role.

deal with the capacity of
my homosexuality.
Q. When was your first sexual experience with a girl?
A. I wa scared and very
nervous.
Q. Are you currently dating
anyone? A. No.

Q. Does a down-low female
exist? A. Yeah, I wish

more people would ask
questions instead of going around not knowing
or afraid to say something. By the way there
are down-low females on
this campus.
Q. What do you mean? A. I
can't tell you how many
times I've been introduced to someone who
already knew I'm gay
saying "Oh I have a boyfriend ( whispering) but
I like girls, too."

Q. Anything else? A. (Pausing) Since people are
going to be reading this
I don't want females
thinking I want them
Oaugbing)! I'm attracted
to what I'm attracted to
but that doesn't mean
it's you, girl!
As the interview
ends she takes a deep breath
and then smiles. Antreace is
an out-of- state student from
Wichita, Kansas. She is currently a freshman psychology student.
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Girl talk:

By LaCheryl E. Whitlow

Pho«> B) . Kayla Baro..'11

Q. Starting off with some
general information, do you
consider yourself a lesbian?
A. Yes I do.

THE PANTHER

I go to church with my mom on
Sunday."
These ladies openly
admit to being gay, however,just
like the saga of the down-low
brother there is a down-low sister.
A female student (name withheld)
says, "Yes, there are some down
low females on this campus, ifyou

However, as a
result of fear and hatred
sometimes the reasons for
those differences are never
explored or explained.
That is until now, when a
group of highly beautiful
and intelligent ladies sat
down and chit-chatted in a
collective interview about
same sex relationships,
down-low females, and
becoming comfortable in
!'bolo By: Kayla 8amcu
their own skin.
Tasha Wheaton (left), 20-year"Okay... honestly old junior criminal Justice major
I thought it was normal, and Jessaira Medina, 19-yearevecybody looks at wom- old sophomore nutrition major.
en. Men look at women
and girls that are straight
still look at other women
too," says 18-year-old freshman want to know who they are get
La.Tasha Woodson. ''I've al·way
on face book. They scan through
thought guy were attractive, \oo\ringat gir\ 'profiles that tate
but I've alwa been attracted to they a-re gay and th n tb.ey nd
women and ~hen I use to date you a mes ·age saying 'Oh, I'm
guys (whether it was sexual or new at thi · but I think you're
not), it never did anything for me cute· and then wait around to see
but when I started dating females if you 're going to respond back. "
On the contrary, they
I knew it was for me."
Far too often it's highly are not as open or free to speak
misunderstood that women who on their same sex choice as other
take on the masculine roles don't women have or even make adenjoy womanhood or feminism. vances. Another student added
Sophomore Jessaira Medina says (name also withheld), ''I'm comthat isn't always the case, ..Please ing out with it slowly but I still
don't get it twisted I enjoy being don't like a lot of people knowing
a woman despite the way I dress. that I am for the fear that 111 be
Even though I wear baggy kind of looked down upon or rejected."
clothes we have hips, curves, and While these young ladies admit
shapes just like any other female .., to being vecy discreet with their
lifestyles, other lesbian women
have admitted that they don't particularly care for bisexual women
or girls who are on the "downlow" because they are usually just
curious about experimenting with
an alternative lifestyle like it's a
fad.
Whatever the case "the
world don't move to the beat of
just one drum and what might
be right for you may not be right
for some," (Lyrics to Different
Strokes theme song).
Yes, we all have different
strokes because we are all definitely different folks.At the end of
t'holo ·er: Kati• Barnett
the day what really matters more
LaTasha R. Woodson:
than anything is how content you
18-year-old,freshman
are within your skin. For those
nursing major
girls who are still unsure, let's just
assume you are only what you are
Criminal justice major Tasha when no one is looking, and if you
Wheaton adds, "There are times don't agree with that be careful...
when I dress very elegantly and all you don't want anyone to think
'lady-like' but usually that's when you're acting "funny!"
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Fashion Fanatic:
Accessories make the world go 'round
By Marieka Duncan
Club Fla,-a Correspondent

Gals:Beads and Belts

Lorena Sanchez
Latina temptress from the Northside of Houston,
Texas, Lorena Sanchez was born on July 29, 1987.
Sanchez came to PV for two reasons. One being that
PVhas an excellent nursing program, and secondly because PCI,

a summer institute involved with Project Grad, gave Lorena a
$4,000 scholarship to attend PV.
l'hoto By; faun White

With a major in nursing and a minor in physical
therapy, Sanchez hopes to one day earn a doctorate degree in .
nursing and work at the Texas Children's Hospital in Houston.

Sanchez is a dancer for the University College Football League and hopes to become a mem-

ber of the National Nursing Association and a PAL next year. With Spanish being her first language
learned, Sanchez is embraced in a family of five siblings and comes from the first Mexican-American

generation in her family. Her inspiration is self-derived because she is the first in her family to attend
college and hopes to inspire her siblings to do the same.
This 5 feet and 2 inches Leo is a much }aid back dresser, usually sporting flip-flops or tennis
shoes and saves her club attire for the weekends. Sanchez loves the smell of Gucci's perfume Envy Me
and men who wear any cologne by Armani. Her hobbies include salsa dancing, going to the park, and

Beads are the new trend that can brighten and complete any outfit. They should be simple and foiled. The beads
should be worn when shirts are not formal.The best beads to
buy are tones of golds or fall oriented colors. Remember, if
bead colors are hard to find then that color isn't inseason. The
best places to find beads are XX.I, AGX, AGACI, Be Be, and
Arden B.
Belts wiU always be in style, but are not technica1ly
functional. Belts should be oversized and not able to fit inside
of the belt loops. Stores to find the best belts are Wet Seal, XXI,
Be Be, Steve Madden, Urban Outfitters and Rampage.

Guys:Straps and Caps
One inch straps are a perfect add-on for any outfit.
Straps tightly cuff the wrist and often come in a vintage style
in the colors of brown and black. Straps can be found at Abercrombie, American Eagle,Urban Outfitters, and Express.
There are three forms of hats that captivate attention
this fall. The styles are as fo11ows: fitted, distressed, andmessenger.
Fitted caps usually are team hats that require no adjustment and should be worn at a s1ight angle.
Distressed caps are usually in a close fitting format
with a tattered brim. These caps are most flattering in navy and
taupe and should be worn with the brim facing the ceiling.
Messenger caps are boxy with a lipped sty]e brim.
These hats are most flattering in neutral colors or traditional
fatigue.

hanging out with friends. Her favorite actor is Denzel Washington, favorite actress, Jennifer Lopez,
and her favorite artist is Frankie J .
Sanchez wants everyone to know that, "If anyone wants to learn how to dance to salsa music,
I'm your girl!!"

Eric Jimenez
Eric Jimenez is a 19-year-old music lover who came
to PVbecause he wanted to be a member of the marching band.
Jimenez is what the band calls a new member, a "crab" in the
PV Marching Storm with a starting position as a marching
trumpet. He loves the band because of their musical selections,
reputation, and style of play.
Born in Houston, Texas, Jiminez comes from a fam-

ily of three siblin~ with his older brother being his motivation
for attending college and encouraging his dreams of pursuing
music professional]y. With a major in music education with emphasis on the saxophone, he hopes
to one day become the band director for an at risk high school exposing students to the power of
music.
Jimenez enjoys playing and listening to music, as well as banging out with friends. He is

•• •••• •••• •••• ••••••••••••••••
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AILEY® II SPREADS THE AILEY SPIRIT
ON 2005-2006 U.S. TOUR
The country's top emerging dancers bring
inspiring performances and community
outreach to cities nationwide.
New York, New York-Ailey II, the company universally renowned for merging the spirit and energy of the country's
best young dance talent with the passion and creative vision of
today's outstanding emerging choreographers embarked on
its annual U.S. tour in October. The tour begins in Richmond,
Virginia at Richmond's Landmark Theatre and will finish in
Sheridan, Wyoming, in March before the company returns
home for its New York season at The Joyce Theater in April.
Ailey II's repertoire includes a diverse array of ballets ranging from Alvin Ailey's masterpiece Revelations to the
inventive choreography in Scott Rink's world premiere Bitter
Suite. In addition to the world premiere, Artistic Director Sylvia
Waters will also present company premieres by the innovative
choreographers Camille A. Brown and Doug Varone alongside repertory favorites such as Talley Beaty's emotional solo
Mourner's Bench and Darrell Grand Moultrie's jazzy Aspects

involved in the League of United Latin American Citizens, where be is proud to witness hispanic

• ofa Vibe.

students getting involved in exposing Latin culture to the student body here at PY. Eric's favorite

•
•
•
:
•
•
•

1V show is Family Guy, his favorite artist is a jazz saxophone player by the name of Charlie Parker,

and his favorite person is girlfriend Lorena Sanchez, who happens to be PV's Freshest female for
thisweek.
By: Sharonda Peals
l'llnther Staff'

•

With over 30 years of rich history under the artistic
direction of Sylvia Waters, Ailey II embodies Mr. Ailey's pioneering mission to establish an extended cultural community
that provides dance performances, training, and community
programs for al) people using the beauty and humanity of the
African-American heritage and other cultures to unite people
of all races, ages, and backgrounds.
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Eve11ts.f<Jr October 20-26, 2005
'

Thursday. 10/20

Friday. 10/21

Tuesday. 10/25

Weduesdal', JQ/26

MIDTERMS

MIDTERMS

HOMECOMING

HOMECOMING

Career Services
Managing Your
Finances
9:30 a.m.-11 a.m.
Evans,Rm.210

Gamma Sigma Sigma
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Outside MSC

Career Services
Black and Veatch
Information Forum
All day

Black and Veatch
On Campus Interviews
All Day

HUB-Luncheon
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
MSC Ballroom, Sec. D
Gamma Sigma Sigma
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Outside MSC
Criminal Justice Club
5 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Student Lounge
Wesley Foundation
5 p.m.-6 p.m., Chapel
Honda Campus
All-star
5 p.m.-9 p.m., MSC
CAB
5 p.m.-9 p.m.
MSC Auditorium

Alpha Kappa Alpha
5:30 p.m.-9 p.rri.
NSCI, Rm. 101

Phi Beta Sigma
Talent Showcase
5 p.m.-10 p.m.
MSC Auditorium

Saturday. 10/22
State Health Services

Seminar
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
MSC Auditorium
Delta Sigma Theta
Walk For Literacy
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Outside MSC
Phi Beta Sigma
8 p.m.-11:55 p.m.
MSC, Rm.204

Sunday. 10/23
HOMECOMING

Delta Sigma Theta
6 p.m.-10 p.m.
J.B.C. Library

Gospel Concert
6p.m.
MSC Auditorium

Homecoming Activties
Taste Of PV With
Fireworks
4 p.m.-6 p.m.
Stadium

ArtExhloit
7p.m.
J.B.C. Library

Shell
Submit Resume To:
Monstertrak.com
All Day
Texas Comptroller of
Public Accountants/
Audit
To Schedule An Interview:
Monstertrak.com
All Day
Homecoming Activities
8 a.m.-11 p.m.
MSC,Rm.204
Coronation
King and Queen's Ball
7:30 p.m., MSC
African Students
Association
Drumming and
Dance Circle
12 noon-1 p.m.
MSC Outside
CAB

Hump Day
12 noon-2 p.m.
Outside MSC

Spoken

By Valerie

-W-ord

Rhodes

I'm a solider for Christ
But the Devils taken over
No matter how hard I try
I can never stay sober
I'm drunk off the Devil's lies
And his deceit keeps me full
Many times when I get mad
It's hard to keep my cool
Curse words flow out my mouth
And my temper starts to rise
I try to remember the Lord's•word
At night when I close my eyes
First I repent
Cause I know that I ha,•e sinned
Then I pray for forgiveness
For yelling at my friends

I thank the Lord for
The days and the nights that he gave me
He's had a plan for me
Every since I was a little baby

There were ti.mes
When I knew that I should be gone
But God knew
That it wasn't time for me to come home
1 haven·t fulfilled my purpose
And that's to teach teens the Gospel
But instead I'm getting caught up
And becoming Lucifer's Apostle
See, the Devil knows my weakness
And he uses that against me
But no longer will I suffer
Cause God's the only key.

NAACP
6 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
U.V. Clubhouse II
6 p.m.-8 p.m.
Banlcs, Rm. 204

Homecoming Activities
8 a.m.-u p.m.
MSC,Rm.204

PEACE Project
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
NSCI, Rm. A101

Homecoming
Gospel Explosion
10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Baby Dome

Sigma Gamma Rho
7 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Delco, Rm. 242

Monday. t0/24

BSM

HOMECOMING

7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Chapel

Homecoming Activities
Book Review and
pha Lambda Omega
Casino Night
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
8 a.m.-11 p.m.
Chapel
fSC Ballroom, Rm. 204

L Will homecoming be like Katrina and Rita? 2. Or will they name
her hurricane Denise?3- Whowill not haveanoverpaymentdleckby
homecoming?4.Canthepeoplewhohavemadealloftheprobl~
in financial aid be put on administrative leave without pay? s. What
girl got beat up on the elevator in the MSC? 6. Doesn't she know she
could have just pressed 'door clooe' and saved herself the embarrassment? 7. Who's line is going to be bigger this semest:er, the SGRhos
or the 1.et:as? 8. Speaking of the 2'.etas, did they think because they
hadabiggerroomfortheirseminartheywouldgetabiggerturnout?
9. What girl follows the Deltas around like a pupp}'? 10. Doesn't she
know that she can save the hassle and wait three days to become
an AKA? u. Speaking of the AKA's, there is a campus-wide paper
shortage; will they even have a line this semester? 12. Which AKNs
hair looks black and green when she steps in the sun? 13. Doesn't
she know that the purpose of weave is to make it look like her own
hair? 14. She has 68 friends; why won't at least one of them tell
her? 15- Can dark-skinned girls stop getting blonde hi-lights in their
hair? 16. Can you pass the mes.sage to your soror? 17. ls the Vt.Dage
turning into a scene from Menaa:1 To Society? 18. Will we have to
pass out bullet proofvests for homecoming? 19. Will you please stop
asking The Panther who put you in '20 Questions' and ask your best
friend? 20. What do you think?

This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are
not the view of The Panther. Want to tell us what you think?
Please bring your comments and question to Rm. 219 MSC or
e-mail us at panther@pvamu.edu. Questions are printed at
the discretion of The Panther.
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